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experiments are a necessary 
prerequisite for the adoption 
of medical therapies. They help 
determine optimal dosage and 
assess effects. 
Why should labor market policies, 
and in general social policies, 
be exempted from similar 
experimental preliminary protocols? 
Law scholars and economists 
meet to seek a common language 
and to confront their apparently 
distant perspectives on the subject, 
as a contribution for more pragmatic 
choices  of policy makers on the way 
of social and economic progress.
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The Role of expeRimenTs 
foR The AdvAncemenT of effecTive 
lAbouR legislATion

fRidAy 25 mARch  
Chiesa Di san Romano, Piazza san Romano
09.00     Coffee, Registration 
  IntRodUCtIon by pietro ichino, 
  Milan University, FGP Scientific Board Coordinator
Keynote speeches 
09.30 - 10.30   USIng FIEld ExpERIMEntS to InFoRM   
  lABoR lEgISlAtIon 
  John list, University of Chicago
10.30 - 11.30  lES lIMItES ConStItUtIonnEllES 
  dE l’ExpÉRIMEntAtIon lÉgISlAtIVE: 
  lA pERSpECtIVE dU JURIStE EURopÉEn 
  dU tRAVAIl  
  Antoine lyon-caen, 
  Paris West University - Nanterre La Défense
11.30 - 11.50 Coffee Break 
session 1 
11.50 - 12.30 CAn FIEld ExpERIMEntS BE USEd 
  to optIMIzE lABoR MARkEt polICIES? 
  *lex borghans, Maastricht University 
  virgil chitu, Maastricht University
12.30 - 13.10  thE StAtES AS lABoR lAw lABoRAtoRIES:    
  A U.S.-E.U. CoMpARISon
  Matt Finkin, 
  University of Illinois in Urbana/Champaign
13.10 - 14.20  light lunch 
session 2 
14.20 - 15.00  do lABoR MARkEt polICIES hAVE 
  dISplACEMEnt EFFECtS? EVIdEnCE FRoM 
  A ClUStEREd RAndoM ExpERIMEnt 
  bruno crépon, CResT 
  Esther Duflo, 
  Massachusetts Institute of Technology and CEPR 
  marc gurgand, Paris school of economics
  Roland Rathelot, CResT 
  *philippe Zamora, CResT 
15.00 - 15.40  ExpERIMEntS In thE opEn MEthod 
  oF CooRdInAtIon. 
  MEASURIng thE IMpACt 
  oF EU EMployMEnt polICIES
  silvana sciarra, Florence University
15.40 - 16.00 Coffee Break 

session 3 
16.00 - 16.40 SElF-SElECtIon: 
  A tAlE oF wAgES And JoB-SpECIFIC MotIVAtIon
  simon Jäger, Harvard University
  *Tommaso Reggiani, Bologna University
  paul schempp, University of Bonn
16.40 - 17.20  ExpERIMEntS In lABoR lAw And thE SyStEM  
  oF SoURCES: EqUAlIty VS. AUtonoMy 
  mariella magnani, Pavia University
17.20 - 17.45 Coffee Break 
Roundtable
17.45 - 18.15 wElCoME FRoM AUthoRItIES
18.15 - 19.45 pRAgMAtISM VS. IdEologIES: 
  thE IMpACt on pUBlIC opInIon oF ExpERIMEntAl 
  MEthodS FoR thE IMpRoVEMEnt 
  oF lABoR MARkEt polICIES
  Moderator: Andrea ichino, 
  Bologna University and CEPR 
  Bill Emmott, Former Director, The Economist   
  Columnist, La Stampa, Author, “Forza, Italia”
  Gianni Riotta, Director, il sole24ore
  Panellists will answer questions from conference  
  organisers and participants. 
 

sATuRdAy 26 mARch  
imT, Piazza san Ponziano, 6
Keynote speeches 
09.30 - 10.30 how ExpERIMEntS REVEAl CAUSE 
  And EFFECt In polICy RESEARCh
  Josh Angrist, 
  Massachusetts Institute of Technology
10.30 - 11.30 thE RolE And thE lIMItS oF ExpERIMEntS  
  FoR thE AdVAnCEMEnt oF EFFECtIVE 
  lABoR lEgISlAtIon: 
  A ConStItUtIonAl pERSpECtIVE 
  Francesco Clementi, Perugia University
11.30 - 15.50 Coffee Break 
session 4
11.50 - 12.30 thE IMpACt oF thE nAtIonAl MInIMUM   
  wAgE on thE lABoR-MARkEt oUtCoMES 
  oF yoUng woRkERS 
  Juan de dios Tena horrillo, 
  Carlos III University of Madrid 
  *Jan fidrmuc, Brunel University and CEPR 
12.30 - 13.10 thE ConStItUtIonAl BoUndS dERIVIng   
  FRoM thE EqUAlIty pRInCIplE FoR lABoR 
  lAw ExpERIMEntS
  Riccardo del punta, Florence University
13.10 - 14.20  light lunch 

session 5
14.20 - 15.00 dIFFICUltÉS poSÉES pAR l’EVAlUAtIon 
  dE l’EFFICACItÉ d’Un dISpoSItIF JURIdIqUE  
  qUI FAIt l’oBJEt d’UnE ExpÉRIMEntAtIon
  Tatiana Sachs, University of Nancy
15.00 - 15.40 gEttIng MoRE woRk FoR nothIng?   
  SyMBolIC AwARdS And woRkER pERFoRMAnCES 
  michael Kosfeld, University of Frankfurt
  *Susanne Neckermann, 
  University of Mannheim 
15.40 - 16.00  Coffee Break 
session 6 
16.00 - 16.40 FAIR wAgES And EFFoRt: 
  EVIdEnCE FRoM A FIEld ExpERIMEnt 
  Alain cohn, University of Zurich 
  ernst fehr, University of Zurich 
  *Lorenz Götte, University of Lausanne and CEPR 
16.40 - 17.20 MonItoRIng VS. MonEtARy InCEntIVES 
  In AddRESSIng ABSEntEEISM: 
  ExpERIMEntAl EVIdEnCE
  francesco d’Amuri, Banca d’Italia
17.20 - 17.40  Coffee Break
session 7
17.40 - 18.20 thE poSItIVE EFFECt on lABoR MARkEt   
  pERFoRMAnCE AS A CondItIon 
  FoR thE nAtIonAl lAw CoMplIAnCE 
  wIth EURopEAn lAw, 
  In thE EURopEAn CoURt oF JUStICE 
  massimo pallini, Milan University
18.20 - 19.00 FERtIlIty dISCRIMInAtIon In hIRIng? 
  EVIdEnCE FRoM A FIEld ExpERIMEnt
  *Sascha Becker, University of Warwick and CEPR
  Ana fernandes, University of Bern
 

* Indicates the speaker. 
Keynote speakers have 45 minutes for their presentation, 
leaving 15 minutes for general discussion. 
Paper presenters have 30 minutes for their presentation, 
leaving 10 minutes for general discussion. 

organisers: Andrea ichino, 
                     Bologna University and CEPR 
                     pietro ichino, 
                     Milan University, FGP Scientific Board Coordinator
                     Roberto Torrini, 
                     Banca d’Italia 


